36        THE INVISIBLE INFLUENCE

few people realize that the clairvoyant state, of which we can speak
with experience, is full of interest in relationship to thought-
transference, without either of the people concerned being aware
of it ? You will remember when I placed Colonel X in a profound
trance state and by suggestions which I made to him, whilst in
that state, made him follow with the eyes of his mind an eminent
statesman on his travels for three whole hours. The Colonel all
the time wrote down automatically, and without his conscious
knowledge, exactly where the statesman was; to whom he spoke,
what he said, what they said, and what the statesman thought of
what his acquaintances said: he continued to do so until the
statesman returned to his city residence. The Colonel remained
during the whole seance or hypnotic sitting, in the chair, writing
down the events which he observed during the whole of this
period. Neither the Colonel nor the statesman were previously
aware of my intentions and did not know of them until I mentioned
the matter afterwards, when I had carefully obtained a positive
acknowledgment from the statesman that all that was recorded
was true and all had been seen and heard, and not one item omitted.
The Colonel did not even know that he had been asleep (incredible
as this may seem to the uninitiated) and the statesman had no idea
whatsoever that he was being followed by the invisible mind of
the Colonel, who had for the time being completely conquered
time and space, as distance was, to him, no object, and time did
not exist in the mind which was greater and allied to Eternity. He
saw with the eyes of his mind, and not with those of his body,
which he used for writing down what the former were seeing.
I need hardly mention that the statesman was so astonished that
at first he accused me of using a super-spying system; and when
he eventually began to realize that it was done, as he said, by
uncanny means, he implored me never again to carry out such an
experiment upon him, even though he were at a great distance and
knew not of its operation. The Colonel was not only astounded,
but also intrigued. It was proof that the Colonel was in an
abnormal state of mind, his ordinary consciousness being suspended
whilst in the trance state. How great are the wonders of this
World, how marvellous its workings, how amazing the vast
territory lying at our feet, that Hidden Treasure, which, for want
of effort, we have failed to explore."

Clairvoyance is the perception of things distant either
in time or in space with complete mastery of time and of
space, so that time and space for the time being do not, in fact,
exist*